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The references that have been made to Gauguin's determina-
tion during this year to leave France for some tropical island
raises the uncertain point as to when he first considered such a
plan* When he had left France for 'America' in 1887 it was not
with the intention of finding an exotic retreat in a tropical
climate, but in order to try anything that would relieve him
of his financial difficulties and allow him to have "a clear
conscience" over his debts. The fortuitous calling of his ship
at Martinique on the way out gave him a momentary glimpse
of a tropical island and the set intention of returning there if he
were able.
His visit to Martinique changed his direction in painting by
enlarging his palette peremptorily and thereby freeing him from
true Impressionism. It had also given him a suspicion of the
pleasures that might be experienced among "savages" in a less
fearful climate, and there is no doubt that, since his return, he
had been anxious to find and to go to such a place, where there
was perpetual sun, and colour of which he could never tire,
and where the inhabitants were of a greater physical beauty of
body and movement, owing to the absence of unnecessary
clothing, than the convention-bound European or American
imbecile. To Gauguin the epithet, "savage," that appears
frequently in his conversation and letters at this time, was a
name of respect which he used for races that were not yet fully
encumbered with Western civilisation.
But the chief cause of his dissatisfaction, after the growing
impatience that he felt with the continued ascendancy of the
influence in all artistic matters of imb&iU bourgeois society, was
that, having once seen colour in tropical sunlight, his experi-
ments at rendering the thinner light of Europe could no longer
satisfy him* It is possible also that some vague atavism had
been aroused in him by his contact with coloured people, and
it must not be forgotten that he had spent four years as a very
impressionable child in the semi-sumptuous surroundings of
mid-nineteenth-century Peru,
His first choice was Madagascar, the large French island in